Introduced by Council Members Redman and Crescimbeni and 
Co-Sponsored by Council Members Bishop, Boyer & W. Jones:
RESOLUTION 2012-66
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING NEIL ARMINGEON FOR HIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS AS ST. JOHNS RIVER KEEPER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the St. Johns River has always  been a genuine asset for Jacksonville because of its sheer beauty, the  recreational opportunities that it offers and the river’s positive economic impact; and

WHEREAS,
to protect and preserve the river for future generations, the St. Johns Riverkeeper organization was established in 1999 to generate  interest and the involvement of citizens with waterways issues that impacted their lives; and

WHEREAS,
since 2003, Neil Armingeon has been the “voice of the river” as St. Johns Riverkeeper; and
WHEREAS,
as a tireless watchdog for a healthy, vibrant St. Johns River, its tributaries and our many other waterways, Neil Armingeon led the effort to thwart plans to withdraw millions of gallons of water per day from the river to meet the needs of  Central Florida; he made us aware of the nutrient pollution that caused a massive toxic algae bloom in 2005; he called our attention to the proposed Georgia-Pacific pipeline to discharge effluent directly into the St. Johns River; on these and significant other issues, Neil has been in the forefront, forcefully speaking because as he always underscored, “it’s for the river”; and

WHEREAS,
for his unflagging, dedicated advocacy for the health and preservation of our waterways, Neil Armingeon has earned numerous accolades and well-deserved recognition including the Congressman Charles Bennett Champion for the Environment Award, Folio Weekly’s 2004 Person of the Year, CSX Lifetime Environmental Achievement Award, Carol and Bob Grimes Environmental Award and the 2011 Mayor’s Award for Environmental Achievement; and
WHEREAS,
Mr. Armingeon earned a bachelor of science degree from North Carolina State University and a master’s degree in Environmental Management from Duke University; for ten years, he served as Environmental Director of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin in New Orleans and he was Project Director for the North Carolina Coastal Federation, one of that state’s largest environmental groups; and

WHEREAS,
Jacksonville has been fortunate in having someone of Neil Armingeon’s caliber, experience and dedication in the vanguard for the preservation and protection of our priceless river and it behooves us to extend our admiration and gratitude to Neil for his numerous and outstanding achievements; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending. The City Council does hereby honor and commend Neil Armingeon who, as St. Johns Riverkeeper, has been a dedicated, conscientious advocate for the St. Johns River, its tributaries and our many other waterways and we wish him well in the years ahead.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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